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less than 12 monthe and the family shifted
into their spanking new home in April this
year. “| impressed upon the architects that
time was of the essence. They in turn came
up with a design concept within a fortnight.
We alzo steered clear of any architectural
elements that would draw out the 1"~'|:1|:‘[:ng
process and instead stuck to simpler alterna-
tives,” says ﬂ;

However, it is apparent that design intent
and creativity were not sacrificed at the altar
U'.: E'.".-_Fﬂﬁ:l.jt‘:-l":}. E".""'j_l-l'_‘:Ll'.ﬂj d5aC lll:![_"'(.lh!tl'.l'.". er_
rectangular volumes, the house presents a
linear look with pronounced vertical forms,
balanced by a dever juxtaposition of hori
zontal elements.

The geometric language of the home is
further articulated by the unigue pairing of
a marble monolith and an aluminium low-
vred tower that punctuates a side elevation
of the house. Besides discharging an aes-
theric role, the tower douhles as a screening
dL".'ln.'t' \ EUI lJ'll'.' :‘lldl]"ni-'t".] |}

“We were given a condse design brief that
incorporated very specific feng shui prescrip-
tions. Basically, the property was sectioned
into nine quadrants with pre-set placements
of certain common and private living spaces
such as the staircase and children's bed-
TS, ".\']'Jil'h |'l.'|.l."] to E'H"‘ .'I:.I'N.'..'lTF"._: T "'.PF‘[".FLI'
guadrants” explains Micheal Ching, director
of CHEI Architecture Sdn Bhd

“The comprehensive feng shui require-
ments, however, pave us the opportunity to
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eft] and Micheal Ching *+ A narmmow courtyard straddies the pair of towering
walls » Giass bglustrades enhance the open expression of Hhe stairwedl

Equepped with a changing colour seguence of recessed lighting, the stairwedl is

a domirant feature in the home

(réate innowvative 'h‘.":‘l_‘:]"::l::"i '|'l|'lt]'3||:1'.l'. .'l:!!'l!Flrl.IE'E'.lﬁ]f'IF_r‘ on
the fundamentals of good ventilation, natural lighting,
sight lines and, of course design sesthetics,

The prayer altar offers an early example of how pre
scribed norme have been accommodated creatively. It is
:-mp".'rdll.:.'uL []']_"1. [!'I.t .3:!.1]' IS 1‘:'I.'r' F'.r':'\.! !F'.!Tfi-_"l YO see 'J'.'!".l'."‘.
you enter the home and in most residences, it is com
mnnj}' positioned to face the main entrance. Staying
true to the unfussy and modern interior of this home,
the ormate prayer room is instead tucked away in a front
corner of the house. Set against a backdrop of bold red,
the altar is plainly visible upon entering the property,
courtesy of a horizontal window punched at eye level into
the front wall

Comprising three storeys, the detached home boasts
a built-up of just under 6,600 sq ft and indudes the
customary social and functional areas as well as six
bedrooms, an AV-cum-karacke room and even 2 roof
garden
is defined by a sense of openness and
spatial clarity, where areas like the lounge, dining area

and dry kitchen Aow seamlessly from one to the other.

The layout

The impression of spaciousness is enhanced by high ceil-
P, 4 double volume feature and foor-to i;'l'..ﬂl:: giz:.s
walls, which flood the interior with copious amounts of
natural light.

Clockwise from top Homeownar Ng. flankad by his architects han Mah

Where light marble flooring and muted chades of
upholstery complement modern steel and glass ele
ments, select wood fixtures have been integrated to
inject subtle warmth and a sophisticated texture into
the interior.

A beautiful example of this approach is found in
the L-shaped Amazon teak feature wall, which acts as
ad :‘!l.:kiﬂlh bdﬁ.kdfup Lo [}'H‘_' l_'i_l":- ;'_';:J_‘_I_E:'I 'I.\'hjﬂ l::_:'l.bj_ﬂz_ a5
concealed cabinetry. Wrapped round a corner, the slesk
partition extends towards the back of the house where
c.ujuuﬂaged pcu'lll:"}_'a- open o reveal doorways into the
kitchen and a penerously sized laundry room

“We wanted to ensure a purity of design that informs
clean lines as demonstrated by the wood feature wall
and stairwell,” states Ivan Mah, co-director of CHE&I
Architecture. Sculptured out of steel and American
oak, the staircase is a work of art in its own right. Set
against a double-wvolume void and framed by aluminium
louvres, the staggered steps that soar up three levals
create 2 visual flow that leads the eye upwards. Glass
balustrades, meanwhile, augment the open expression
of the stairwell

The upper floors of the home are dedicated to the
private living spaces of the family, which incudes twin
girls and a pair of boys, all in their teens. Housed on the
second floor are the master suite, the daughters’ shared
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Though zll the bedrooms have been dec
orated in themes that harmonise with th
personalities of their respective occupiers,

the sleeping quart the sons — located
on the top floor — have an added edge
over the other rooms. The vounger son's
;._"'E"-jl'l.-f-.-'r:'l l."F":'rl!:- out onto l|:|‘|l.' :|1'.':'['[r'.-l|;' O :

garden, which enjo

echoes the master suite in size and lays
claim to

The Ng residence iz a marriage
practicality and precision. Infor
l.'r.||'!".f_']!]|.‘l'.lli!'|.' L!l[l.'lJ_."!i."l.:[!-.”'.': of time
honoured beliafs, this home sees creative
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